
 

 

Mad River Township Trustees 
 
Regular Meeting: Thursday, September 4, 2014, Meeting time: 7:30 pm 
 
Trustees Present: Mike Ward (president), Dave Riley (vice president), Brent Laughman 
Fiscal Officer Present: Richard Ford  
Others Present: Dave Ropp, Bob Purk (Zoning) 
Meeting called to order followed by Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Minutes and Financials 
Fiscal Officer presented Trustees with Minutes, financials, and bills/checks. 
Trustees reviewed the minutes from meeting date 8/21/ 2014. 
Trustees reviewed the financials and bill/checks to be paid and signed. 
Motion: Brent Laughman motioned to approve minutes and Financials. Dave Riley seconded.  Motion 
unanimously approved.  
 
Community Discussion/Concerns 
-Dave Riley updated regarding the Larmeeõs concern from our prior meeting about a tree that was blocking 
the view at the end of their lane.  The tree has now been cut down. 
-Mr. Riley updated on the complaint regarding the òJake Brakeó sign on Valley Pike, still waiting on County 
Engineer to update. 
-Discussed a complaint that the township is mowing more than the berm on Vance Road and onto private 
property. Trustees will review the area and will adjust the mowing as appropriate to still keep a clear and safe 
area. The Trustees concern is that drivers can see around the tight curve to avoid accidents. 
-It was brought to the attention of the Trustees that a community member, Larry Shaw, had enquired about 
the Zoning Inspector job.  No action required at this time, however, Mr. Ward will follow up to acknowledge 
the enquiry and answer any questions he might have. 
-Discussed a complaint by Dan Diebert regarding trees along Stony Creek Rd.  Mr. Diebert would like the 
trees cut down as he sees them as a hazard. Trustees will look into it to see what can be done about them. 
 
Roads and Bridge 
-Dave Riley updated Riley Asphalt and Meade Construction should complete the approved road repairs 
within the next couple of weeks. 
 
Cemeteries 
-Trustees updated that L.A. Tree would get to the tree in Terre Haute Cemetery in about 3 weeks. 
Motion: Dave Riley motioned to approve 2 Cemetery Deed Transfers from Marsha Copley (Terre Haute, 
Hoffman, Lot 231). Brent Laughman seconded the motion.  Motion unanimously approved. 
 
Equipment 
-Brent Laughman presented 2 quotes from Kaffenbarger Trucking. One was to repair the snow plow hitch 
and the other to replace it. 
Motion: Dave Riley motioned to approve the repair quote from Kaffenbarger Trucking minus the painting 
portion of the quote. Brent Laughman seconded the motion.  Motion unanimously approved. 
-No update on the truck repairs approved for J.Rõs. Garage. 
-The Ford truck appears to need brakes.  Mike Ward will take a look at the truck to see if he can fix the 
problem. 
Zoning 
- Bob Purk provided some updates on the outstanding items. 
-Mr. Humphrey had a deadline of July 31, 2014 to clean up his property from the old house remains; 
however, there was no attempt to meet the deadline.  Mr. Purk talked with Mr. Humphrey and asked him to 
come up with a plan to clean it up.  According to Mr. Purk, Mr. Humphrey does not seem to be concerned 
about the property and said òTake your best shotó in regards to making him clean it up. Mr. Purk had left it 
to him to try to at least try to come up with a plan to clean it up. Mr. Laughman suggested Mr. Purk send him 
a letter for documentation of the plan. 



 

 

-Mr. Purk acknowledged that Mr. Ward had asked him to move the Zoning files to the township hall. Also 
acknowledged Mr. Ward had told him that going forward all zoning checks were to be put in the lockbox at 
township hall and Mr. Ford would deposit them.  Mr. Ford said he has 2 file drawers available and labeled for 
Mr. Purk to put the Zoning documents. 
-Trustees discussed the need to have the Zoning Board and Zoning Appeals Board to meet to elect officers.  
Mike Ward will call the members of the Boards and come up with meeting date that will work for all. 
 
Other Administrative 
-Updated that the garage door seals have now been replaced. 
Motion:  Brent Laughman motioned to accept the Resolution accepting the amounts and rates as determined 
by the Budget Commission and authorizing the necessary tax levies and certifying them to the County 
Auditor. (Document on file). Dave Riley seconded the motion.  Vote: Mike Ward, yes, Dave Riley, yes, Brent 
Laughman, yes. 
Motion : Brent Laughman motioned to approve the Lighting Assessment Resolution for Terre Haute, 
Thackery, and Westville at $24.00 per parcel. (Document on file).  Dave Riley seconded the motion.  Motion 
unanimously approved. 
Motion:   Brent Laughman motioned to approve the R.W. Earhart contract to lock in our propane fee for up 
to 2,600 gallons at $1.849/gallon from 9/1/14 through 4/31/15.  Dave Riley seconded the motion.  Motion 
unanimously approved. 
-Mr. Ford presented a supplemental budget due to unexpected revenue. (Document on File) 
Motion:   Brent Laughman motioned to approve the supplemental income to our budget.  Dave Riley 
seconded the motion.  Motion unanimously approved. 
 
Motion:  Brent Laughman motioned to adjourn meeting at 8:35pm.  Dave Riley seconded motion.  Motion 
unanimously approved.  
 
Minutes Approval Date: _______________________by Trustee:  _______________________________________ 

Attested ___________________________________     _______________________________________ 

          _______________________________________ 


